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Extended abstract
1- Introduction

The rural areas are considered as
limited geographical regions developed
over time from the impacts of human
activities on the environment, in one
hand, and the effects of external forces on
the regions on the other. The rural
economy plays an essential role in the
location, residence survival, production of
wealth, and employment _ creation.
Agricultural activities are . as initial
foundations of economics in rural areas
but today it is essential to pay more
attention to non-agricultural activities and
seek to find new ways of subsistence
based on the rural .intrinsic sources.
Therefore, since<the World War Il many
developing-.. _countries have taken
industrialization. ‘and establishment of
industries in <rural areas as industrial
towns into account, in order to achieve
the social and economic development
especially in these areas.
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Thus, the objective of this paper is to
assess «the spatial outcomes of such
activities in these areas. The purposes of
the study can be stated as following:

- Identification and assessment of social
and economic outcomes of the
establishment of industrial activities in
rural areas of Minudasht as industrial
towns.

- Examination of the physical and
environmental consequences of the
establishment of the industries in the
town upon the surrounding rural areas.

- Providing sound suggestions for these
activities having in positive effects on the
rural areas and to obtain the goals of local
and regional development plans in the
different spatial dimensions.

Two main questions are stated in the
study:

- What outcomes do the establishment
of industrial towns and the advent of
industrial activities in rural areas have on
the lives of the people engaged in the
industries?

- What impacts do the industrial
activities of these towns have physically
and environmentally upon the adjacent
rural areas?
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The research used Descriptive-
Analytic Method and the data of the study
was provided from the literature
questionnaire asked from rural people
engaged in these industries, the interview
from the town management and the direct
observation. The study area includes the
villages in the centeral part of Minudasht
located in the east of the Gorgan City.
The population of the study is those
people resident in these towns industrial
activities. The questionnaire data were
analyzed by non parametric Willcocson
Mc Nemar Tests in SPSS Software.

2- Theoretical Bases

Industrialization means the evolution
of the technology in order to enhance the
quality of life for the present and the
future generations. The rural
industrialization was introduced as a part
of the comprehensive rural development
capable of initiating job opportunities and
providing rural needs for rural
development. In Iran, the development of
industry and manufacturing in the form of
industrial town and complexes was taken
to a large extent into consideration in
recent decades. The goal of such towns
was expressed by the Enterprise of
Industrial ~ Towns:. stimulation  of
industrial development particularly small
industries, increasing the productivity and
performance ... of .industrial  units,
modernization of small factories, bringing
a balance between the advanced and
underdeveloped areas, utilizing the
natural  resources in the region,
performing the policy of population
distribution, employment and the security
measures.

3- Discussion

Job creation and income generation are
some direct influences of these towns.
Now, about 300 people of those engaged

in the towns are residing in rural areas
and about 161 people live in the central
part of Minudasht. Based on the results of
the study regarding the economic
circumstances of the engaged rural people
between the two periods before and after
their engagement, there are significant
relationships between the amount of
income and saving as well as satisfaction
and job security. There are such
significant  differences between the
consumption pattern and the quality of
lives between these tow periods. From
social point of view such differences can
be observed in.the sanction and life
satisfaction .and recreation. The main
environmental and physical effects of the
establishment of the industries are air
pollution, the annoying odor from the
industrial savages and the magnificent
changes in agricultural land use and
environmental landscapes.

4- Conclusion

Indeed, industrialization is an essential
and determining factor in social and
economic development in the developing
countries of the world. The suitable
selection of an industry is important in its
success and also in the growth and
development of that area. If the selection
of areas for the industries is based on the
wise rules and principles, it can act as a
strategy to prepare that area for
development and progress in different
rural spatial dimensions; otherwise, it
may carry some devastating effects and
damage to the area. In the study we
indicated that location of the towns had
some positive and adverse effects: job
creation, increase in income and savings,
increase in satisfaction and job security,
improvement in quality of life and
sanction, rise of the people involvement
in the village affairs, and an increase in
living in that area. The negative effects
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include the air pollution, savages odor
and changes in land use and landscapes.

5- Suggestions

5-1- Proper selection of the location
for the industries and avoiding their
development in fertile lands;

5-2- Considering the environmental
measures;

5-3- Creation and expansion of two
way ties with the surrounding rural areas
and local markets;

5-4- Providing the foundations for
involvment of the rural people in these
activities and giving some privileges to
rural employers;

5-5- Education for the rural people in
industrial skills, and initiating some
training and educational centers for rural
people;

5-6- Expanding ther towns activities to
include cultural, social, and sport ones;

5-7- Creation of facilities for
employees in the towns and surrounding
rurals;

5-8- Evaluation of the performance of
the towns to achieve the “goals  of
sustainable development.

Keywords: Rural industries, industrial
towns, rural development, Minudasht
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